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C u r r e n t  n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t s  w i l l  f a i l  t o  p r e v e n t
u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  a n d  i r r e v e r s i b l e  g l o b a l  h e a t i n g .  I f  t h e  o u t c o m e

o f  t h e  C O P 2 6  g a t h e r i n g  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1  i n  G l a s g o w  i s
s u f f i c i e n t l y  a m b i t i o u s  i t  c o u l d  a v e r t  c l i m a t e  b r e a k d o w n ,

p r e v e n t i n g  i n c a l c u l a b l e  s u f f e r i n g ,  m a s s i v e  l o s s  o f  l i f e  a n d  t h e
e x t i n c t i o n  o f  i n n u m e r a b l e  s p e c i e s .

 
F a i t h  h a s  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  m o t i v a t i n g  c h a n g e .  O u r

C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  c o n v i n c e s  u s  t h a t  c h a n g e  i s  p o s s i b l e .
 

T h i s  s h o r t  r e p o r t  f o c u s e s  o n  f o u r  t h e m e s  t h a t  d e c i s i o n -
m a k e r s  a t  C O P 2 6  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s :  t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s
w i t h i n  n a t u r e ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c l i m a t e  j u s t i c e  t o  p r o t e c t
t h e  v u l n e r a b l e ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  w e l l - b e i n g  w i t h o u t  e v e r -

i n c r e a s i n g  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h o p e  i f
c h a n g e  i s  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d .  

 

"We are on the verge of  the abyss."  UN Secretary-General  (2021)



The complex natural systems that
nurture, sustain, and feed us also
bring joy, refreshment, and
restoration of body
and soul.

It is not ours to
exploit, but to be nurtured 
and safeguarded, thus providing
climate and ecological justice,
and hope for the future.

Human beings cannot live apart from the natural world

"Consider the lilies of
 the field, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you,
 even Solomon in all his glory was

not arrayed like one of these."

Christians
recognise
Creation as a
gift from God.

 M A T T H E W  6 : 2 9

God's Earth



Green Christian
urges increased
ambition from all
nations attending
COP26.

The UK Government
must take a lead in
delivering fair and
far-reaching policies
for the common
good.

The world cannot afford any delay by its leaders

E a r t h ' s  L e a d e r s



What inspires people to change?

Insights from a Christian perspective.

N a t u r e .  C l i m a t e  J u s t i c e .  J o y  i n  E n o u g h .  H o p e .



nature
A L L  O F  C R E A T I O N  I S  S A C R E D  A N D  F U L L  O F  W O N D E R

" A s  w e  c e a s e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o g  o f  o u r  o w n  d e s i r e
t o  p o s s e s s ,  t h e r e  f o r m s  a  s p a c e  o f  w o n d e r  a n d  r e s p e c t ,  a l l o w i n g

e a c h  c r e a t u r e  t o  e x i s t  i n  i t s e l f  a n d  f o r  i t s  C r e a t o r . "  
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 E L I Z A B E T H  T H E O K R I T O F F

" W e  a r e  p a r t  o f  n a t u r e ,  n o t  a p a r t  f r o m  i t .
T h e r e  i s  n o  f u t u r e  f o r  a n y o n e  i f  C O P 2 6
i s  b a d  f o r  n a t u r e . "
B I S H O P  J A M E S  J O N E S

2

“ F o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  w a i t s  w i t h  e a g e r
l o n g i n g  t o  b e  s e t  f r e e  f r o m  i t s

b o n d a g e  t o  d e c a y . "
R O M A N S  8 : 1 9 - 2 1

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A19-22&version=ESV


CLIMATE

JUSTICE

"To trash the planet is  to
throw God's gift  back in
God's face."   

"Let justice rol l  on l ike a
r iver,  and r ighteousness l ike
a never-fai l ing stream."   

"Whatever you do for  the least
of  these,  you do for  me."

                         

A s  t h e  E a r t h  w a r m s ,  i t  i s  t h e
m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,

t h o s e  l e a s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
c l i m a t e  c h a o s ,  w h o  a r e  m o s t
l i k e l y  t o  s u f f e r  d e v a s t a t i n g  

 l o s s  a n d  d a m a g e . P R O F  T I M  G O R R I N G E

                        A M O S  5 : 2 4  

MATTHEW 25:40
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joy in
enough

" A s  w e  a b a n d o n  f e a r  i n  f a v o u r

o f  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  p r a i s e ,  w e  w i l l

b e  m a d e  a  j o y f u l  p e o p l e ,

u n b u r d e n e d  b y  s e l f - d e f e n c e

a n d  s e l f - g a i n . "

W e  l o n g  f o r  f a i r e r ,

s u p p o r t i v e ,  p e a c e f u l  a n d

f l o u r i s h i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s

l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  E a r t h ' s

l i m i t s . . .

" O u r  C h r i s t i a n  s t o r y  i s  n o t  a b o u t

' t h e  a c q u i s i t i v e  s o c i e t y '  b u t

r a t h e r  a b o u t  a  c o o p e r a t i v e

s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  c o m m o n

g o o d . . . b a s e d  n o t  o n  t h e

a s s u m p t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d a l  s e l f -

i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  o n  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  G o d -

g i v e n  l i m i t s ,  o n  s h a r e d  h u m a n

v a l u e s  a n d  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l

G o d ' s  c r e a t i o n . "
H A N N A H  M A L C O L M BISHOP DAVID ATKINSON
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hope
W E  D A R E  T O  I M A G I N E . . .

P R A Y E R  I S  T H E  S E N S E  T H A T  H O P E  I S  A  R E S O U R C E  W E  C A N  T R U L Y  A C C E S S .

HOPE IS THE SENSE THAT PRAYER IS A RESOURCE WE CAN TRULY ACCESS.
" N o w  f a i t h  i s  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  o f  t h i n g s  h o p e d  f o r ,  t h e

c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  n o t  s e e n . "
H E B R E W S  1 1 : 1



What do we want?

N a t u r e .  C l i m a t e  J u s t i c e .  J o y  i n  E n o u g h .  H o p e .



W e  u r g e  t h e  U K
G o v e r n m e n t  t o

a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e
s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e

c l i m a t e  a n d
n a t u r e  c r i s i s .

 
 W e  c h a l l e n g e  i t
t o  s e t  i n  m o t i o n ,
w i t h  i m m e d i a t e

e f f e c t ,  a  d e t a i l e d
a n d  p r a c t i c a l

p l a n  t o  m e e t  o u r
m o r a l

o b l i g a t i o n s .
 

N a t u r e

. . . the protection and conservation of nature
here and overseas,  recognising the damage
we cause through the goods we consume.

C l i m a t e  J u s t i c e

. . .our  ENTIRE carbon footprint ,  in  the UK and
overseas,  recognising our historic
accountabi l ity  for  greenhouse gas emissions,
and our responsibi l it ies towards the most
vulnerable.

J o y  i n  E n o u g h

. . .supporting behavioural  change to cut  our
emissions instead of  continuing to pol lute
and relying on unproven technology.

H o p e

. . . the need for  active involvement of
ordinary people in  decision-making,  charting
the way forward to a  f lourishing future.
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How do we put this  into practice?

F o o d  a n d  F a r m i n g .  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e .  T r a d e  a n d
C o n s u m p t i o n .  G r e e n  J o b s .  T r a n s p o r t .



Food & Farming

nature

The UK must...
. . . p r i o r i t i s e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t r e e s ,
h e d g e r o w s ,  s o i l  a n d  w a t e r  t o
s e q u e s t e r  c a r b o n ,  r e s t o r e  w i l d l i f e
h a b i t a t s  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f
n a t u r e  t o  e v e r y o n e .  

. . . e n s u r e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h e a l t h y  f o o d
a n d  p r o m o t e  l e s s  m e a t  c o n s u m p t i o n .

G l o b a l l y ,  t h e  f o o d  s y s t e m  i s  t h e
b i g g e s t  s i n g l e  s o u r c e  o f
a n t h r o p o g e n i c  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s
e m i s s i o n s .

Why?

6
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Climate Change

The UK must...
. . . s h a r e  e x p e r t i s e  i n  r e n e w a b l e
t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  c h a n g e  t o
f a c i l i t a t e  a  n e t - z e r o  f u t u r e  f o r  a l l ,  w i t h
a  r e s t o r e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i d  b u d g e t  t h a t
p r o m o t e s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .

Why?
T h e  w o r l d  i s  n o w h e r e  n e a r  b e i n g  o n  t r a c k  f o r
d e c a r b o n i s i n g  i n  t i m e  t o  p r e v e n t  c l i m a t e  b r e a k d o w n .

W e  a r e  a n  a f f l u e n t  n a t i o n  a n d  o w e  a  d e b t  t o  t h o s e
c o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m  w h o s e  w e a l t h  w e  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y
b e n e f i t e d .   

CLIMATE

JUSTICE



Trade & Consumption

. . . a c c e l e r a t e  b e h a v i o u r a l
s t r a t e g i e s ,  c h a m p i o n
s u s t a i n a b l e  b u s i n e s s
m o d e l s  t h a t  c u t  o u r  o v e r -
c o n s u m p t i o n ,  a n d  d e v e l o p
a  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y .

joy in
enough

Green Christian's Joy in
Enough programme

challenges our current
economic systems of

trade and consumption.

W e  a r e  u s i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a t  a  r a t e  t h a t  t h e
p l a n e t  c a n n o t  s u s t a i n .

The UK must...

Why?
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Green Jobs 

hope

The UK must...

W e  n e e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  s u s t a i n a b l e ,  n e t -
z e r o  e c o n o m y  i n  w h i c h  p e o p l e  h a v e  j o b s
t h a t  r e d u c e  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s
a n d  r e s t o r e  o u r  d a m a g e d  n a t u r a l  w o r l d .

. . . i n v e s t  i n  g r e e n  j o b s  t h a t  p r e v e n t
c a r b o n  e m i s s i o n s .  D e c a r b o n i s e  t h e
e n e r g y  s e c t o r .

. . . m a k e  b u i l d i n g s  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n t .
R e u s e ,  r e p a i r  a n d  r e c y c l e  t o  s u p p o r t
t h e  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y .  E x p a n d  p u b l i c
t r a n s p o r t  a n d  o r g a n i c  a g r i c u l t u r e .

Why?

" I  h a v e  p l a n s  f o r  y o u r
w e l f a r e . . . t o  g i v e  y o u  a

f u t u r e  a n d  a  h o p e . "  

JEREMIAH 29:11



Transport

hope

Why?

The UK must...
. . .develop a net-zero transport  sector ,
providing the benefits  of  improved air  qual ity ,
quieter  streets and better  integrated publ ic
transport .  HGVs and buses must be zero-
emission,  rai l  networks electr if ied and car
driving reduced.  

Transport  is  the UK's biggest s ingle
source of  greenhouse gas emissions,
accounting for  34% of our emissions.  

The UK Government has budgeted
over £27bn on roads,    funds that
need to be spent on improving rai l
infrastructure and accelerating the
transit ion to electr ic  cars.

Hope and determination to achieve a net-zero world for all

1 0

1 1



What is  our Government doing?

F o o d  a n d  F a r m i n g .  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e .  T r a d e  a n d
C o n s u m p t i o n .  G r e e n  J o b s .  T r a n s p o r t .



Despite its environmental
targets, the UK

Government is not on track
to reach its  goal of net-zero

by 2050.
 
 
 

Meeting the Committee on
Climate Change’s carbon

budgets requires more than
pledges and promises. 

 
 
 

We need Parliament to pass
far more ambitious policies

on food and farming,
climate change, trade and
consumption, green jobs

and transport.

 "Humanity needs to listen

out for the wild patience of

God, who creates and

sustains the universe,

despite the human sin that

desecrates the natural

world."

1 2
FRANKIE WARD

Our Government



What are churches doing?

N a t u r e .  C l i m a t e  J u s t i c e .  J o y  i n  E n o u g h .  H o p e .



What churches are

doing to stop

climate breakdown

The Eco Church programme enables
Christians to reduce their  church’s
energy consumption and promote
sustainable l i festyles.

Operation Noah has spearheaded
action to end al l  church investment in
fossi l  fuel  extraction.

The General  Synod of  the Church of
England voted that the Church should
strive to reach net-zero emissions by
2030.  

The Laudato Si ’  Movement is
responding to the cal l  from St Francis
cited in  Laudato Si ’  to hear “the cry of
the Earth and the cry of  the poor”.  They
are training local  leaders.

Christian Cl imate Action carries out
acts of  publ ic  witness and civi l
disobedience to urge those in  power to
make the changes needed.

The Young Christian Cl imate Network
is  a  community motivated by love for
people and God’s Creation,  putting
their  faith into action for  cl imate
justice.

Climate Sunday  services are happening
throughout 2021 to pray and take
action to address the cl imate crisis .  

Tearfund provides a Cl imate
Emergency Toolkit  -  a  route map for
churches to respond to the cl imate
crisis  with simple,  powerful  actions.

 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://operationnoah.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change
https://laudatosimovement.org/
https://laudatosianimators.org/
https://christianclimateaction.org/
https://www.yccn.uk/
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/environment-programme-news
https://www.climateemergencytoolkit.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjwr56IBhAvEiwA1fuqGiy0-TJ3VX-76IANAycs4SPhqhyiwX9lZXLMpi1HBTQAj8KvPzaTaRoCtNMQAvD_BwE


GREATER AMBIT ION

del iver  on their
promises,
push hard for  what is
necessary to maintain a
stable cl imate,
protect and conserve
nature,  
provide funding for
poorer countries to
adapt to the cl imate
disruption which we
richer,  pr ivi leged nations
have caused.

Our Christ ian faith
motivates,  underpins and
supports us as we str ive to
safeguard the future.
 
We urge our pol it ical
leaders to grasp the crucial
opportunity at  COP26 to:
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R E F E R E N C E S

Green Christian invited reflections on COP26 from faith leaders, theologians and climate activists. Besides
those referenced below, other contributions came from Dr Edward Echlin, Melanie Nazareth and Revd Dr
Andrew Norman. Each of the reflections can be read in full on the Green Christian website.   

  Bishop James Jones, Bishop of Liverpool (1998-2013), and Green Christian Patron1.

    2.  Dr Elizabeth Theokritoff, Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies, Cambridge  

    3.  Prof Tim Gorringe, Emeritus Professor of Theological Studies, University of Exeter

    4.  Hannah Malcolm, writer, activist and Church of England ordinand

    5, 6.  Bishop David Atkinson, former Bishop of Thetford, environmentalist and author

    7, 8.  Benton, T.G. et al. (2021) Food System Impacts on Biodiversity Loss. Three levers for food system  transformation 

          in support of nature, Energy, Environment and Resources Programme, Chatham House

    9.  WWF (2020) Living Planet Report

    10. Committee on Climate Change (2020) Sixth Carbon Budget Dataset 

    11.  Transport for Quality of Life (2020) The Carbon Impact of the National Roads Programme 

    12.  Very Revd Dr Frances Ward, Anglican priest and author

    13.  Green Christian supports the Glasgow Action Plan

Graphic design by Abi Lane
Green Christian is a registered trading name of Christian Ecology Link  ©2021 Green Christian

https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-09/LPR20_Full_report.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/The-Sixth-Carbon-Budget-Charts-and-data-in-the-report.xlsb
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/The-Sixth-Carbon-Budget-Charts-and-data-in-the-report.xlsb
https://www.transportforqualityoflife.com/u/files/The%20carbon%20impact%20of%20the%20national%20roads%20programme%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.transportforqualityoflife.com/u/files/The%20carbon%20impact%20of%20the%20national%20roads%20programme%20FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/60edc7aed6548a387fd0d137/1626195893972/CAN-UK%2C+TCC+%26+Bond_Glasgow+Action+Plan+2021+%281%29.pdf
http://www.polarthreads.co.uk/


HOPE AND DETERMINATION TO ACHIEVE A NET-ZERO WORLD FOR ALL

Production of this infographic was enabled by a generous grant from St Mary’s Church,
Islington, London
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